
Zoonotic Disease Integrated Action (ZODIAC): 
Current Status and Future Direction



Nuclear science to combat zoonotic 
diseases
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RT-PCR testing kits to 
> 300 laboratories in 130 countries

Response to COVID-19



4

…an IAEA initiative to increase zoonotic diseases 
detection, diagnosis and monitoring capacities

in Member States using nuclear and related techniques

ZODIAC



The five pillars of ZODIAC
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Capacity Building 
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Membership
• 150 Member States nominated a ZODIAC National Coordinator (ZNC)

(Africa: 44; Asia-Pacific: 34; Europe: 42; Americas: 30)

• 127 Member States nominated a ZODIAC National Laboratory (ZNL)
(Africa: 42; Asia- Pacific: 25; Europe: 38; Americas: 22)

Procurement
• On the path to equipping almosy half the  ZNLs
• Additional support will be provided as funds become available



Capacity Building 
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Training

• Over 1,000 participants from over 95 Member States have been 
trained through virtual interregional training courses;

• The first ZODIAC fellows have been trained at Seibersdorf
laboratories;

• The first face-to-face trainings in Argentina, Korea, and Senegal 
have taken place on the verification of Standard Operating 
Procedures for new serological and molecular techniques.

• First joint workshop with FSPI and PREZODE took place in Thailand 
for ASEAN countries.



Research and Development
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• Priority diseases determined for four regions and first research 
projects ready to commence – project starting for Asia and the 
Pacific region

• Project ongoing on the ‘Detection of Emerging and 
Re-emerging Transboundary Animal and Zoonotic Pathogens at 
the Animal Human-interface’ 

• Core institutions identified for the research project on 
characterizing disease-specific patterns in the context of 
zoonotic disease infected patients

• ZODIAC Ad-hoc Scientific Panel of experts formed



The ZODIAC Portal - > 1,000 visitors
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Collaborations and Partnerships 
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Collaborations and Partnerships 



Collaborations and Partnerships 



Workshop on Monkeypox with WHO & FAO



So far we have 15 donors
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ZODIAC portal
https://zodiac.iaea.org

https://zodiac.iaea.org/

